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Old Testament Survey 
Class 1 - Introduction to the Old Testament 

 
Is the OT really even necessary today?   

o After-all, we have the NT which gives us the very words of the savior himself.   
o The NT goes on to explain in detail how to build and grow a church (in the worst of times).   
o It continues by addressing how to deal with specific situations across many types of churches.   
o It even instructs new leaders how to lead those churches.   
o It teaches us about proper orderly worship,  
o how to treat each other within the church.  
o It gives us the very specific and simple plan of salvation.   
o It shows us the power and importance of fellowship,  
o how to be a married man,  
o a supportive wife,  
o obedient children.   
o It guides through life to the foot of the cross and down the narrow path all the way to the gates 

of heaven itself. 
 
So, I ask again, why do we even need the OT?   
Wasn’t the OT written for the Jews of the past who lived under a Mosaic law? 

 
After-all, when’s the last time you heard about a long line of Jews waiting all day, some with a pigeon 

and two sheep, others with a turtle and a bull, one with a goat, others with bags of grain and then, at the 
end of that line was a single man wearing bloody clothes cutting into the animals and splashing their blood 
over a stone alter while the Jew confessed the details of a certain wrong doing?   

 
1. Those are also the arguments many Christians make today.   
2. Some verbalize just like I did...thinking the NT is all we really need today because it is relevant while the 

OT is outmoded. 
3. Others quietly believe the OT is not necessary but would never say it out loud.   
4. Still others unconsciously believe the OT is outdated and has little use (when compared at least to the 

NT) and demonstrate this belief by rarely studying it, hardly quoting it, barely knowing much about it.     
 
What do you believe? Do you believe the OT is:   

o Just an historical document?    
o That it’s somewhat useful?   
o That it has it’s place and applies at times?    
o That it’s important?   

 
Let’s start by taking a look at a high level overview of the OT 
 
Overview of OT 

Hebrew divisions of the Bible:  
o Law 
o Prophets 
o  Psalms 
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Modern Divisions 
o Law 

 Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy 
 It’s often referred to as the Pentateuch which is a Greek expression known as “five scrolls” 

and was termed in the first century by Alexandrian Jews under Greek influence.  Hebraic 
Jews refer to the first five books as the Torah, “The Law” or “The Laws of Moses” 

o History 
 Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1&2 Samuel, 1&2 Kings, 1&2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther 
 These books all share a prophetic view of history showing how obedience and disobedience 

to God is directly tied to the blessings and curses of the covenant 
o Poetry 

 Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon 
 Hebrew poetry is has no distinctive scheme of accentuation, rhyme or rhythm to 

differentiate it from prose.  It is poetry because of its parallelism and counterbalancing of 
ideas.   

o Major Prophets 
 Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel and Daniel 
 They are called major solely due to the sheer amount of text and not because they are more 

important than the other prophets.   
o Minor Prophets 

 Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habukkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, 
Zachariah, and Malachi 

 
Writings of the OT spanned over 1000 years  

o 1400-420 BC  
o 40 authors 
o 39 books 
o Written in Hebrew 

 Except parts of Daniel and Ezra which are written in Aramaic 
 Jews call their 39 books of Scripture the Tanakh, an acronym formed from the first letters of 

Torah (Law), Naviim (Prophets), and Kethubim (Writings). These are known as the "Law of 
Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms" in Luke 24:44. 

 
The Bible Canon  
 

o Canon comes from the word kaneh , which is the Greek word meaning reed or rod: a reedy 
plant that grew beside marshy waters used as a measuring stick for length or straightness 

o The word canon doesn’t necessarily refer only to the Christian Bible.  It is a term used for all 
would-be scared text.   

o Canons are usually considered closed (i.e., books cannot be added or removed). The closure of 
the canon reflects a belief that public revelation has ended and thus the inspired texts may be 
gathered into a complete and authoritative grouping.  By contrast, an open canon permits the 
addition of additional books through the process of continuous revelation. 

 
Q:  Can anyone give me the name of a religious writing that is still an open canon? 

A:  The Mormon Sacred text:  Pearl of Great Price and Doctrine and Covenants. They believe a 
modern day prophet still exists (like Moses) and that person still speaks directly with God who 
supposedly tells them what to do.  These new “revelations” are written down in their two books 
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listed above.  So, after nearly 6,000 years of God revealing his truth to us, the Mormons still need 
more input?   

 
Q:  So, how was the Old Testament Canonized? 

A:  Rabbinic Judaism recognizes the 39 books of the Masoretic Text, commonly called the Tanakh or 
Hebrew Bible. Evidence suggests that the process of canonization occurred between 200 BC and AD 
200, indeed a popular position is that the Torah was canonized circa 400 BC, the Prophets circa 200 
BC, and the Writings circa AD 100 perhaps at a hypothetical Council of Jamnia—however this 
position is increasingly criticised by modern scholars. The book of Deuteronomy includes a 
prohibition against adding or subtracting (4:2, 12:32) which might apply to the book itself (i.e. a 
closed book, a prohibition against future scribal editing) or to the instruction received by Moses on 
Mt. Sinai 

 
o There were five qualifications to have a book accepted as scripture 

1. Authoritative-did it clearly admit to being the word of God (thus saith the Lord) 
2. Received, collected and used 
3. Prophetic-did they come true  
4. Authentic-historically and geographically true 

a. Sargon II mentioned in Isa 20:1 as King of Assyria. No historical record, lots of criticism 
Archaeological dig in Khorsabad, Iraq in 1842-1851 period found an amazing palatial 
structure with Sargon II-the great king, the might king of Assyria!  The Bible was true 
before history acknowledged Sargon 

5. Is it dynamic and inspirational-life changing power, most nebulous and most important 
 

Interesting Notes:   
The Bible was divided into chapters by Stephen Langton about A.D. 1228. The Old Testament 
was divided into verses by R. Nathan in A.D. 1448 and the New Testament by Robert 
Stephanus in A.D. 1551. The entire Bible divided into chapters and verses first appeared in the 
Geneva Bible of 1560.  

 
So, those are some cool factoids but we’re still at the same place we were before.   
 
Why do we even need the OT when we have such a detailed, relevant NT? 
How would we even answer such a question? 
Who could we ask that has an opinion we really care about?  
Who would you ask? 
 
I got it, let’s ask Jesus, maybe the apostles.  Let’s ask them whether they think they Old Testament is 
needed.  Of course I’m being coy.  But in a sense, we need to use all the NT writers to help with the dubious 
question.  Their letters in (collected as the NT) are sort of like a deposition today.  Let’s take a closer look:   
 
Q:  How many times would you guess the NT writers quoted the OT?   
 A:  695 times.  Those were word for word direct quotes.  695 times. 
 
That means, out of the total 260 chapters from Matthew to Revelation, each chapter contains, on average,  
over 2 and a half exact quotes of the OT.   
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Q:  How about how many times do you think the OT is even referenced, like a story or a character, even 
though it wasn’t quoted (for example:  like when Jesus said in Matt 12:39  ”He answered, ‘A wicked and 
adulterous generation asks for a miraculous sign! But none will be given it except the sign of the prophet 
Jonah.’” – Jesus wasn’t quoting the OT here but he was referencing a famous OT character, one of the 
minor prophets actually.   

 A: Most scholars put that number as high as 4,105 times.   
 
WOW!  That means, out of the 260 chapters of the NT from Matthew to Revelation, each chapter  
references, on average, something about the OT nearly 16 times.  You can’t turn the page of the NT without 
finding the OT mentioned once or twice.   
 
Q: Okay, if that’s not enough, of the 26 books/letters that form the NT, how many would you guess quote 

from the OT?  
 A:  20.  20 of the 26 books of the NT quote the OT.   
 
Q:  Care to take a guess which are the NT books that don’t quote the OT?   

A:  The six shortest books of the NT – Titus, Philemon, 1st, 2nd, 3rd John and Jude.  But, Titus, 1st John, 
3rd John and Jude all allude to the Old Testament.  Even though they don’t have direct quotes 
they still reference something from the OT.   

 
That’s pretty convincing testimony but let’s take a closer look at the weightiest author of the NT.   
Who is it?  Paul.  He wrote 13 of the 26 letters in the NT.  What do you think he says about the OT? 
 
In his second letter to Timothy, one of two letters he writes to the young evangelist about how to manage 
the church as its leader, he says the following: 
 

2 Timothy 3:14-17 
14But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you 
know those from whom you learned it, 15and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures,  

 
What holy scriptures is he referring to?  Yes, the OT.  Although in his time it was referred to as The law, The 
Prophets and the Psalms it was the closed canon of God’s revelations to his chosen people.   
 
…let’s read on in v.15 
 

which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  
 
Salvation was available under the Old Testament scriptures?   Yes. 
And how was it available?  “Through faith in Christ Jesus.” 
 
All the men and women of the old covenant were promised eternal life and they held on to the promise 
through faith…the promise in the messiah, the Prince of Peace, Wonderful Counselor, Holy God, Everlasting 
Father as it says in Isaiah 9:6 
 
The righteous with live by faith.  Now, let’s look at the final verse in 16, the one we are all familiar with: 
 

16All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, 17so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 
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What scripture is Paul referring to?  Do you think he looked at his own letters as scripture at this point?  No.   
I can tell you the church didn’t close the canon on the NT until many years after his death.  He was talking 
about the OT. 
 
The next time you get together for some discipling, try using nothing but the Old Testament.  Don’t even use 
the NT.   
 
In Acts 28 Luke describes Paul’s arrival in Rome and a little about his status waiting for his trial.  The terms of 
his arrest were similar to house arrest.  He could have visitors but could not leave.  Look at what it says in 
Acts 28:23-24 
  

Acts 28:23-24 
23They arranged to meet Paul on a certain day, and came in even larger numbers to the place where 
he was staying. From morning till evening he explained and declared to them the kingdom of God 
and tried to convince them about Jesus from the Law of Moses and from the Prophets. 

 
Wow.  He was teaching them about salvation…about Jesus Christ and he did so only from the Law and the 
Prophets.   Some were convinced while others left after he quoted Isaiah…something Jesus did frequently.   
 
We need the OT to understand why they first wanted to kill Jesus in Mark 11: 15-18…and it wasn’t because 
he turned over the money changers tables.  It was because of his comment: “My house will be called a 
house of prayer”.  He was quoting Isaiah 56 and it made them killing mad…why? 
 
We need the OT to understand exactly what Paul meant in Romans 10:6-10 when he said  
 
 Romans 10:6-10 

“6But the righteousness that is by faith says: "Do not say in your heart, 'Who will ascend into 
heaven?'" (that is, to bring Christ down) 7"or 'Who will descend into the deep?'" (that is, to bring 
Christ up from the dead). 8But what does it say? "The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in 
your heart," that is, the word of faith we are proclaiming: 9That if you confess with your mouth, 
"Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For 
it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and 
are saved.”   

 
He was quoting from Deuteronomy 30.  If anyone has ever been hung up on this verse about whether 
baptism is necessary for salvation, go to the source Paul was quoting to understand why he could not have 
meant that believing was enough.    
 
We need the OT to understand what is meant in 1 Corinthians 10:1-3 by being baptized into Moses and how 
this was more than just a foreshadowing of Jesus…much more.   
 
We need the illustrations of the OT figures to really understand what James meant in chapter 2 as he argued 
that faith without deeds is in fact dead.  Again, those who preach you need only to believe don’t know much 
about the OT (at least, not much about the few characters James is referring to) 
 
We teach to others “once you were not a people, but now you are; once you had not received mercy but 
now you have;”  from 1 Peter 2:10 when we show what it means to pass from the darkness into the 
light…right?  What Old Testament Prophet was Peter actually quoting and what was the significance of that 
prophecy? 
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Have you ever walked down the faith Hall of Fame from Hebrews 11 by reading about each character one 
after the other from the OT?     
 
Here are the three main themes we want to teach you throughout the 12 weeks of the OT Survey: 
 

1. The Old Testament is a dynamic expression of faithful people’s relationship with God.  
Habakkuk 2:4 “…the righteous will live by his faith.” These people were not saved by the law, or by 
sacrifice, but by their faith. If David can be called a man after God’s own heart after murder and 
adultery, then there is hope for me! 

2. The Old Testament does more than just point us to Jesus through prophecy, it introduces us to 
Jesus! 

3. The Old Testament helps define the concepts of the New Testament by laying a foundation of God’s 
plan for mankind from the beginning and throughout Israel’s history.   
 

Edmund Burke said “Those who don’t know history are doomed to repeat it.” 
 

Romans 15:4  
For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the 
encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 
 
1 Corinthians 10:1-ff  Don’t follow in their footsteps! 

 
Thank you.   
 
 


