Old Testament Survey
Class 2 — The Creation, The fall and The Flood

Today our class is on Genesis chapters 1 through 11: The creation, The Fall and The Flood
As we did last week, | want to start by asking a question that we’ll answer later on in the lesson:

Q: Is the Book of Genesis, which contains the story of the creation and the flood, meant to be a history book, a
science book, or something else altogether?

Before we get to the answer:

You know I like to say “There are two kinds of people” right. Well, in this scenario, there are two kinds of
people, movie lovers and book lovers. Who here falls in into the movie lover category? Who are the book
lovers?

| fall into the movie lover category. As a movie lover, one thing | can’t stand (and you can ask my wife about this
too) is getting to the movie after it already starts. Truth is, | would rather not even watch the movie if | know
I’'m going to get there late.

| can’t say this for certain so I'll ask. Is the same true for book lovers? If you are missing the first few chapters
of a book is it safe to say you would rather not read the book?

Q: So, why is getting to the movie late or having a book without the first few chapters such a big deal?
A: You're lost in the story. You'll have a hard time following the progression of the rest of the story if
you don’t know what’s contained in the beginning.

Q: So, what’s contained in the beginning of books and movies (the beginning of a story)?
A: The main theme and major characters

In fact, as far as movies, directors tend to give pretty important yet subtle clues that help you stay with the
story and usually lend a hand to figuring the story out as you go along.

Q: As for getting there late, is the same true when watching the Pats, or the Redsox or the Celtics?
Q: Would you not even turn on the game if you knew you were going to be 15 minutes late watching it?

A: No, Why not?

A: Because you already know the main theme and the main characters. For all sports the main theme
is beating up your opponent in as sportsman-like way as possible.

A: And you already know all the main and supporting characters. For baseball it’s nine players and two
base coaches with a head coach, hitting coach and pitching coach in the dugout. For football it’s 11 players on
the field with a bunch of backup players a head coach, defensive coach, offensive coach etc.

If we look at the OT as an epic film or one entire book, (which Rabbinic Jews do today, they call it the Tanakh),
then Genesis 1-11 is the beginning of the movie or the first few chapters of the book.

If you miss it, you’ll miss out on the main theme and major characters of the entire story.
Let’s list out the major themes and main characters of the story introduced to us in Genesis 1-11:
God (protagonist) The Trinity (supporting cast)  Sin Salvation Grace Sacrifice

A Savior Satan (the antagonist) Covenant (main theme)
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Q: Can we think of the Bible as one book with one author and one central theme?
A: Perhaps, yes.

Q: Assuming God is the author, what would the one central theme of the story be?
A: The central theme is:

God's personality and relationship with His most prominent creation, man,
and most specifically His redemption of man through a deliverer.

The rest of the book, is , in a very real sense, devoted to the lineage of man's deliverer which was promised to
the first man and his seed.

Consider how the following events from Genesis 1-11 relate to the main theme:

Adam and Eve - God promised a son to deliver them

Cain and Abel - Abel, next in lineage of deliver, slain. Satan attempts to keep the Deliver from coming
Birth of Seth - God gives a son to replace Abel to bring the deliverer

Noah and the Flood - God spares the race for the sake of the promise that he will send a deliverer

Babel - Man's attempt to get to God with out a deliverer

Genesis means beginning. “In the beginning” is the first phrase of the book and was taken to be it’s actual title.
Genesis is therefore the beginning of God's story - "His story".
Genesis lays the foundation for the rest of the Bible. In it God establishes who He is, what He is like, and what
He expects from us. Genesis tells the beginning of this story:

- How God created all things,

- how man came into being,

- how man fell from God's fellowship,

- how God promised to restore him.

Q: Who wrote Genesis (which is one of the five books of the law)? How would we find out? Who can we ask?
A: Like we did last week, let’s ask the other writers in the Bible. That’s the main way (in some cases) we
come to understand who penned the different parts of the OT.

Let’s start with what the Torah (Pentateuch) says about itself. There are exactly five references within it:

a. Exodus 17:14 says, “Then the LORD said to Moses, "Write this on a scroll as something to be remembered
and make sure that Joshua hears it, because | will completely blot out the memory of Amalek from under
heaven."

Exodus 24:4 * Moses then wrote down everything the LORD had said.

Later in v7 ’ Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it to the people.

d. Numbers 33:1-2 2 At the LORD's command Moses recorded the stages in their journey. This is their
journey by stages:

e. Deuteronomy 31:9 ° So Moses wrote down this law and gave it to the priests, the sons of Levi, who
carried the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and to all the elders of Israel.
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Interesting side note:



Some historians have said the OT was handed down for generations as oral traditions from fathers to sons and
daughters from mothers to daughters and sons etc. The verses | just showed would tell a different story. God,
from the very start, commanded Moses to write it down so it would be forgotten.

Now let’s look at some references throughout the rest of the OT

a. Joshua 1:7-8 ’ Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you;
do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. ® Do not let
this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to
do everything written in it.
Joshua 8:31 Joshua actually quotes from Exodus 20:25
Later in v32 it says Joshua wrote upon the stones a copy of the law of Moses
1 Kings 2:3 David
2 Kings 14:6 King Amaziah says, “Yet he did not put the sons of the assassins to death, in accordance with
what is written in the Book of the Law of Moses,” which was a reference to Deuteronomy 24:16
2 Kings 21:8 concerning Mannessah,
Ezra, Nehemiah, Daniel and Malachi all reference Moses as the author of the Torah
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Lastly, we'll reference the deliverer, Jesus himself. This is one of several passages he references Moses as the
author:
Mark 12:26
Now about the dead risingt have you not read in the book of Moses, in the account of the bush,
how God said to him, 'l am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of JacobQ

(Jesus is quoting from the account of Moses and the burning bush found in Exodus 3:6 which he refers
to as the book of Moses)

So, where are we now? We still haven’t answered our original question of whether Genesis was meant to be a
History book, a Science Book or something else altogether.

We’ve either considered or established:
- Genesis 1-11 is the beginning of the book that you don’t want to miss. It holds the main theme and
main characters of the entire story (Bible)
- Genesis was authored by God but penned by Moses, referenced as such in its own pages as well as
throughout the OT and NT including by the savior himself.
But where does that leave us? Historical or Scientific account?

Well, it brings us to the very foundation of the controversial question itself:
How long did it take for God to create the world?

This is why we have to even ask the Science or History question. If Genesis is meant to be taken as a science
book, then mountains of factual scientific data collected over the centuries would have to be ignored.

In light of science, is it practical to think that the world was created in six 24-hour time periods?
| for one believe the bible is true. So, what do | do with this? Theologians have differed over the interpretation
of the first six days of creation although they don’t differ over the truth of God’s word. Atheists tend to point to

the creation story as their first and foremost reason to ignore the validity of the scriptures.

What are the differing arguments or views proposed about the creation story in Genesis?:



24-hour Solar Day View creation took place in 144 hours
Punctuated Activity View | the 24 hour days of creation were separated by indefinite periods

The Gap View a gap between Ge.1:1 and 1:2 where there was a primeval rebellion and
the earth went formless and void and then God recreated

The Day Age View each day represents a geological period

The Analogical Day View | the days are God’s work days, His days

The Framework View the days are a literary structuring device to explain the truth of creation,

not literary and consecutive days.

Feel free to have your opinion. | would caution you however not to look down on those who don’t share your
opinion, or don’t use this as a test of a person’s convictions.

In my personal opinion, | don’t believe in the young earth theory. This is what the Creationists believe, that the
earth is anywhere from 6,000 to 10,000 years old.

| don’t want to persuade you either way. But I've found a few solid methods that would argue otherwise:

- Dendrochronology: counting tree rings -- we've all done it!, If you compare overlap among various
ancient trees the earth has to be at least 12,000 years old.

- If you prefer not to count tree rings and, you could head to the caves and study the formation of
stalagmites. That method yields an age of at least 40,000 years.

- Using glacial core ice samples, again where every year is represented by a thin layer, the earth has to be at
least 100,000 years old. These methods are rock solid, and the ages beyond dispute.

- If you use radiometric dating, which depends on the decay rates of radioactive isotopes (like Potassium to
Argon, or Uranium 238 to Uranium 236), you end up with an age in the billions of years. | think this
method is also accurate.

The more important conviction I've come to over the years is that it is useless to argue endlessly about things
that can get many worked up yet end up as just opinions.

One thing does seem clear to me: Genesis was not written in a way to be taken as a scientific account of
nature.

Most scholars/theologians acknowledge that the primary message of the Bible is theological and concerns the
relationship between God and his creation. The differences of opinion seem to arise when there are secondary,
or incidental, references to natural history in the Bible. Are these references part of the inerrant revelation from
God? Can they be correlated with our modern day scientific observations?

Where | land is this:

X the Bible does not intend to teach us about natural history and is only using the language of nature and
natural history to aid our understanding of the spiritual truths.
- (American Scientific Affiliation)
Q: So, does that mean Genesis is a history book?
A: | would answer by saying — partially, yes.

Modern day Jews would un-mistakenly say the Torah contains part of their history.

But it wasn’t written as a history book per se. God commanded Moses to write down the laws and the travels
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and that’s it. In a sense for history, but mostly so they wouldn’t forget him and his desire to have a relationship
with them, to keep them separate from the rest of the world.

Q: So, how was the world created?
Q: Did God shape and mold the mountains like a potter with clay? Did he flatten out the deserts and bind up
the oceans using his arms? Did he smooth over the rolling hills and break off the jagged peaks?

A: No.

God spoke the world into existence. He said “Let there be light” and there was light. God’s Word created.
Look at how it’s said in John 1:1-3

John 1:1-3

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was
in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him
nothing came into being that has come into being.

Colossians 1:15-18

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by Him all things were
created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions
or rulers or authorities -all things have been created through Him and for Him. 17 He is before
all things, and in Him all things hold together.

Jesus is the incarnate word of God! He created. God created!
Much of the creation story is confirmed in the NT.

Hebrews 11:3
By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen
was not made out of things which are visible.

Okay, we’ve talked about the creation so | want to move on to the Fall and the Flood.
The Fall of Man

“The Fall” refers to the fall of mankind from direct fellowship with God. The time when sin was introduced into
the world.

In the spirit of making these lessons more about learning and less about preaching, | want to ask a few
guestions for you to ponder about Genesis chapter 3:

Questions:
1. Why did God put the tree of knowledge of good and evil in the garden?
Did God forgive Adam?
If so, why do we seemingly still paying for it?
In the dialogue with Satan, how exactly did he get Eve to disobey?
Where did the first animal sacrifice happen and what were the circumstances?
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This kind of questioning is what brings the first part of the OT to life. In fact, after you spend some time in
chapter 3, go read Romans 5:12-21. | assure you it will take on a whole new meaning and dimension.



The Flood - captured in Genesis 6-9

The story of the flood makes one statement glaringly clear: God is serious about sin. God’s patience can run
out.

Noah was the real deal kinda guy. He walked with God.
2 Peter 2:5 Peter calls Noah a preacher of righteousness.

Here again is a record of natural history. A great deluge happened. And whether you believe this was a
worldwide flood or just a regional flood, the importance of the story can’t be missed.

And we have Jesus to help identify the key message:

Matthew 24:36-39

36 "But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the
Father alone. 37 "For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days of Noah. 38 "For as
in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage,
until the day that Noah entered the ark, 39 and they did not understand until the flood came
and took them all away ; so will the coming of the Son of Man be.

That is scary. That means there are many people, maybe even some right here in this room today, who are
going about living their life on their own terms while the preachers of righteousness who have given their lives
to the service of the body of Christ are getting ready for the big day.

When the day gets here, no-one will ever doubt again. And many are going to get taken away.
The story of Noah helps us understand another powerful passage in Luke.

Luke 13:23-27

23 And someone said to Him, "Lord, are there just a few who are being saved ?"" And He said to
them, 24 "Strive to enter through the narrow door ; for many, | tell you, will seek to enter and
will not be able. 25 "Once the head of the house gets up and shuts the door, and you begin to
stand outside and knock on the door, saying, ‘Lord, open up to us!' then He will answer and say
to you, 'l do not know where you are from.' 26 "Then you will begin to say, "We ate and drank in
Your presence, and You taught in our streets '; 27 and He will say, 'l tell you, | do not know
where you are from; DEPART FROM ME, ALL YOU EVILDOERS."

The story closes with a covenant promise God makes to Noah. He reminds us still today through the rainbow
that the world will never be destroyed again by water.

God made a covenant with Adam and Eve too and they broke it. We'll learn later about his covenant with
Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and David and eventually the final covenant of blood through Jesus.



