Genesis 12-50
Do you know why we sing Hail Hail Line of Judah?  That will be clear when we end this class this morning, but that’s not where we will start.  In fact before we get going this morning I have a pop quiz on last week’s class.  Who can tell me one way you have grown spiritually and deepened your walk with God as a result of last week’s class?  
Look in Philippians 1:9-11.  My prayer for these classes is that they help the congregation grow in knowledge and depth of insight so that it helps you in your daily walk with God.  The goal is not academic knowledge, but the knowledge of God that strengthens you and helps you grow in your love of God.  While part of my prayer is that we provide classes that give you the knowledge you need, the other half is that you use it to impact your daily walk with God.  So no pressure, just needs to be a life changing class today.  But isn’t that really what God’s Word is.  

So let’s pick up in Genesis 12.  While last week in Genesis 1-11 we saw the creation and story of the early human race which can be marked by 4 events:  creation, fall, flood, nations (tower of babel), The second part of Genesis is the story of the Hebrew race told through biographical accounts of four people-- The three patriarchs or father figures/clan leaders of the Hebrews:   Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Jacob’s son, Joseph.  We won’t look in depth at all of them this morning, but we will see the continuing development of God’s personality and relationship with His most prominent creation, man, and his redemption of man through a deliver.  
Let’s look at Abraham.  Three major religions Judaism, Islam, and Christianity trace their roots to Abraham.  Why do we care about Abraham?  So much of the bible is devoted to him.  In the hall of faith in Hebrews 11, Galatians 3 and Romans 4 shows he is our (not just the Jews) spiritual father, James 2 shows he is a friend of God.  Do you want to be friends with God?  Look at Abraham.  Ever wondered what it actually means to have this faith we are called to have—look at Abraham (Remember the OT is the dynamic expression of faithful people’s relationship with God).  This is the light we will look at Abraham this morning.  More importantly though he is someone I can relate to.  He is a lot more like you and me than you might think.  You see the story isn’t about the great faith of Abraham, but the grace, power, and mercy of a God of promises greater than we can imagine.
Gen 12:1-7

Nice thing is we have divine commentary to work with from OT/NT.  From that we can develop some background on Abraham.

Background of Abraham

-Originally called Abram—exalted father—this must’ve stunk could you imagine the stuff he had to put up with (ex.  Gin Blossoms- Hey Jealousy=Hey Lelesi)

-Father- Terah- was an idolater- he was living in a land of idolatry when God calls him.  Not best example.  Joshua 24:2
-Not the perfect guy for God’s plan.  Haven’t even gotten into that his wife can’t have kids, he was a liar, he didn’t listen very well, that he laughed at God

God makes a series of promises with Abraham:
1. Great nation

2. Name will be great

3. Protection

4. His seed will bless all nations (Jesus)

5. Land of Canaan- “Promised Land” 

All of God’s plan flows from these promises.  Notice something first words God spoke to Abram were pretty abrupt.  Leave.  Get out of town.  Go somewhere else.  I want you to leave everything that shaped early life come and follow me make a clean break.  It’s gonna be hard to leave all of that behind, but what I’m going to bless you with is so incalculable it will blow your mind.  Isn’t that our call?
God called Abraham and he went.  Do you have the faith to go where God called you?  Ask yourself, what am I being called to today?  
Now remember I told you Abraham is relatable.  In Acts 7 when Stephen gives his outline of the Old Testament, we learn Abraham was called by God twice.  First, he goes with his father from Ur the land of the Chaldeans to Haran.  He goes 60% of the way.  It is only after his father dies that Abraham goes to Canaan.  Isn’t that like us sometimes?  We sort of respond to God’s call.  We go part way.  Here’s the father of our faith stopping short.  

After the second call, in 12:8-10, we see he gets to the “promised land” builds an altar there and in Bethel which is considered the 2nd most important city in Judaism next to Jerusalem.  Now he finally reaches the promised land after 1000 miles, 2 callings, and he finds what?  A famine.  You’ve got to be kidding me.  I left a fertile land near the Tigris and Euphrates to come here and now there’s a famine.  Why would God do this to Abraham?  We will answer that later, but can you relate to this?  You see the Christian life isn’t the promised land, but the desert in the promised land.  Jesus promises us challenges in this world.    

Here is where we start to see Abraham’s faithlessness.  He takes matters into his own hands and heads to Egypt (the Bread basket of the ancient world), lies to a king out of fear, risks his life and puts his wife at danger by claiming she was his sister and letting her go into his harem.  This is not faithful.  Abraham actually does this a second time 8 chapters later.  (Side note:  Isaac follows suit chap 26).  The cool part is God doesn’t punish him, but inflicts diseases on the Pharaoh so that his promise can be kept.  Abraham ends up wealthier.  Abraham is faithless, but God is faithful.

We will skip ahead to chapter 15.  By the way in chapter 14 Abraham has a meeting with Melchizedek where we are introduced to tithing.  If you look at Psalm 110 and Hebrews 7 you will learn he is an important figure worth exploring that helps us understand Jesus, but today I want to remain focused on Abraham’s faith and his moments of faithlessness.
Genesis 15:1-3

Almost 15 years later, God still making promises to Abraham.  Abraham is at a low point of his faith and voices it to God.  Part of how we build faith is by being honest with God at where we are at.  Abraham has given up on the promise—why else would plan on his servant’s child to inherit his estate?  Look at God though in v. 4.  He doesn’t rebuke Abraham, but gives him a physical reminder of the promise.  Look at all these stars and they will be your descendants.  What promise of God are you hanging onto?  Part of your HW is to find one this week.  

We then have this really odd scene between Abraham and God.  It involves the cutting of animal carcasses and then in v. 17 a torch passes between them.  At first our instinct might be to go this is some weird old testament thing, but we’d miss out on an important understanding of God.  This scene represents a covenant in the ancient world.  We know it what it means from Jeremiah 34.  One would walk between the split animal carcasses to basically say if I break this contract may that happen to me.  May I be split in half.  Here’s what’s important.  The torch represents God.  It is an unconditional covenant with Abraham.  God initiates and promises to keep His word before Abraham has to do anything.  God is not annoyed at Abraham, but gives him concrete proof.  God is obligated to the covenant before he asks Abraham 9 years later to be part of it through circumcision.  He only is asked to make his own commitment only after God sealed his end of it.  Isn’t this the God we know?  The one who loved us first.
We continue to see Abraham’s faithlessness and God’s reassurances:

Genesis 16- At Sarah’s suggestion takes Hagar his servant and sleeps with her—trusting in his own strength

Genesis 17- After 24 years God reminds him again and changes his name and sets up the covenant of circumcision, but he laughs at God and asks if there is another way other than through Sarah
Genesis 18- God sends angels to remind him- but Sarah laughs
Repeats the mistake of putting Sarah in another king’s harem in Genesis 20

Imagine if our acts of faithlessness were being taught this morning.  The point isn’t how bad Abraham was, but that he was just like us.
Imagine the scene in Genesis 21 when Isaac is born their son.  25 years later.  God is faithful and does the impossible.  What’s something impossible God has done in your life?  What impossible thing are you waiting on?

Now look in Genesis 22.  Isn’t this cruel?  Why does God ask this of Abraham?  Imagine what’s going through his head.  Isaac is at least a teenager if not older here.  Yet he gets up early.  This is a long walk.  It is three days.  What would you say if your son or daughter asked you the question Isaac asks Abraham.  Isaac is a forerunner to Jesus here:

1.  Only son v.2
2. Moriah= Jerusalem v.2

3. Donkey v.3

4. 3 day journey v.4

5. Isaac carried the wood v.6

6. Lamb of God v.8

7. Bound to wood v.9

8. Raised from the dead Heb 11:19

  Why did God test him?  Test to show Abraham his faith.  Abraham believed God could raise him from the dead Heb 11:17-19.  Abraham’s faith is not where it started, but where God took him.  Look in v.12—I know that you fear God.  It took 40 years, but Abraham now trusts God and his promises.  How long have you been at this?  The lesson from Abraham is our lives are a journey of faith.  We will waver, but if we  are honest with God when we doubt, latch on to his promises that are true no matter what we’ve done, how we look or who we are, and understand God wants this relationship because we are his children we can have the hope in Hebrews 6 that is the anchor of our soul.  We need to be patient with ourselves since God is.  We see God continue His promise through Isaac in Genesis 26:24, but I want to jump ahead to a valuable lesson from Jacob.
Now Jacob is named deceiver or heel grabber.  He gets ahead by pulling others down.  He steals his brother, Esau’s birthright over a bowl of soup.  After he steals Jacob’s blessing Esau wants to kill him so Jacob is on the run.  He goes to live with his uncle.  Along the way he has an encounter with God where God promises to be with him and continue his promise to Abraham through him, but Jacob responds by cutting a deal w/God.  He constantly is dealing.  He then meets Rebeccah at a well (btw, great study in the bible is to look at all the meetings of men and women at wells.  It shows a great deal about their character).  Short version Jacob ends up with 2 wives, works for his uncle for 14 years but outwits him and runs off again.  Gets us to what I want to focus on—You see one day can change your life. 
Jacob is about to have to meet the brother that 20 years ago wanted him dead.  He is surrounded by angels but completely in fear.  Look in Genesis 32:22-32.

Some scholars believe this is a Christophany or the physical appearance of the pre-incarnate Christ.  We can’t know for sure but there are times in the OT that some scholars believe we meet Jesus.  We know he was there from the beginning so this might be one of those times he is introduced to us.

Jacob gets alone and wrestles with God.  Do you find the time to get alone with Jesus?  Took 20 years but God finally gets the chance to work on Jacob.  Jacob spent all night battling.  Do you quit too soon?  Man toys with Jacob and battled with him but with one touch of the hip socket he wins.  Are you surrendering to God like this?  In v.26-27 Jacob admits his name.  In the Old Testament this is like admitting who you are.  Like saying I am a deceiver.  God can’t free you until you admit who you are.  

Jacob is forever changed by this encounter.  His name is changed to Israel or one who contends with God.  He is blessed by God and becomes who he really should be.  The other thing we learn is this comes at a cost.  Jacob limps for the rest of his life.  Do you fear the cost too much to change?  What are you unwilling to surrender to Jesus?  You see the best day of your life is when you stop fighting God and surrender and start fighting with God.  The hope is Jacob led a life of deception and fear, but one encounter wrestling with God changed him forever.  What do you need to change forever?  Do you have a night to give to God?
If you want to learn to deal with family hurts or how to stay righteous take a look at Joseph.  I’m not going to this morning, but do want to look at the end of Genesis 50:19-20.  Keep this thought because next week we find the children of Israel about to be delivered from Egypt.  It is in Egypt that they were allowed to grow and become a great nation.  It was in Egypt that they thrived and God blessed them before they went across the wilderness into the land of Canaan.  So Joseph and his 70 relatives move there where they prosper for 400 years until they become oppressed where we will find them next week.

Now as we close out I want you to look at one more key verse.  Look in Genesis 48:9-10.

Jacob is blessing all of his sons when he says this to Judah.  Scepter means the staff of tribal authority including the right to self-govern.  The one to him it belongs= Shiloh is believed to be the Messiah.  What it means is the national identity of Judah and its right to self-govern shall not leave Judah until the Messiah comes.  When Rome took away Judah’s right to decide capital punishment for itself, there is a part in the Talmud (Rabbinical teachings) which says that the rabbis marched around Jerusalem and said woe to us because the scepter has left Judah but the Messiah hasn’t come.  Little did they know that in Nazareth was a boy who was about to lay down his carpenter tools and present himself as the Messiah.  Shiloh had come as the prophecy said.  I end here because 4 great events and 4 great people all pointing to 1 person.  That’s the message of the Bible 1 person- 2 events.  His first coming and His second coming.  We will follow that thread of redemption into Exodus.
